
Tips: 
Develop a Buddy System - If possible, students should walk in groups of two or three students.  
Crosswalks - Students should always use crosswalks and avoid shortcuts.  
Be Alert - Students should report anyone suspicious to parents, school personnel or the police.  
Be on Time - Students should be on time every day!  
Phone Contacts - Be sure your child knows all of your contact numbers as well as an emergency 
contact. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
1. How far does the walking zone extend? 
The walking zone extends a 1 mile radius of Mercer Middle School. The walking zone does not, 
however, include neighborhoods on the other side of Gum Springs Road.  
2. Will there be a crossing guard? 
Yes, there will be a cross guard at the intersection of Greenstone Dr and Mineral Spring. In 
addition to the crossing guard at Gum Spring Road there will be a faculty member at the side 
entrance of the school. 
3. What is the school doing to promote the safety of the walkers? 
The school administration and the School Resource Officer will be having a Walker's Safety and 
Informational Seminar the first week of school. This will be an assembly held during school 
hours. The School Resource Officer will also be actively patrolling the neighborhood before and 
after school hours. 
4. Can students ride bikes, skateboards, scooters, etc.? 
Yes, students can ride their bikes, skateboards, and scooters. Once the students reach the school 
property they must walk their transportation onto the school grounds. The students will have 
access to a bike rack. We encourage all students to wear proper safety equipment and lock their 
bike during school hours. 
5. Is transportation provided during times of bad weather? 
Unless there is severe weather system or event, students should be prepared to walk in all 
weather conditions.  
6. Can students be disciplined for incidents that occur on the way to and from school? 
Yes. Students that engage in inappropriate behavior while walking to and from school are subject 
to disciplinary consequences.   
7. What if a friend wants to walk home with my student? 
The friend's parent/guardian must write a note asking permission to walk. The note must include 
a phone number of the parent. All notes will be verified by the House Secretary.  
8. Do I need to fill out an Emergency Transportation Form for my child? 
Yes, all students must complete this form. 
9.  Who do I contact with questions or concerns? 
You may contact your student's House Secretary, Dean, Assistant Principal or Principal at  
703-957-4340. 
 


